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Saint James School of Medicine- Relocation Update 

 

 

 

 

September 27
th

 2013 

 

Dear Student, 

We are pleased to inform you that we have received a letter from the Government of 

Anguilla recognizing SJSM Bonaire as a sub-campus of SJSM-Anguilla.  This Letter was 

signed by the Chief Minister of Anguilla and forwarded to FAIMER.  FAIMER has 

unofficially acknowledged this. Official acknowledgement is expected shortly. 

This letter is the best case scenario under the circumstances. Students will not be required 

to move to Anguilla at any point.  You will be able to continue your studies uninterrupted 

in Bonaire and finish your Basic Sciences under the umbrella of SJSM Anguilla, you will 

not lose any time, neither will you face any financial loss by having to move to a different 

island mid-program. Also, any concerns about losing the guidance of faculty that you 

have developed a rapport is now avoided.  

We are currently working on the fine details: how the final transcripts will look after this 

move, whether this is true transfer or not, and other details. These will become clearer 

over the next few weeks.  

We appreciate everyone’s patience during this transition.  We ask that you now bear 

down and focus on the education at hand so that you can make a smooth transition in to 

the AICM.  

We will continue to keep the hotline open for the time being for any questions.   

We have also provided a list of FAQs below.   

Thank you, 

SJSM 
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BS Student’s Q&A: 

 

Q. Why is Bonaire losing its IMED listing? 

As a result of government changes in Bonaire in 2010, local medical schools had be 

accredited by the Dutch authority by October 2013, in order to maintain their IMED 

listings through the Foundation for Advancement of International Medical Education and 

Research (FAIMER). The documentation provided by the Dutch government for an 

extension of Bonaire’s IMED listing, was not acceptable to FAIMER, and no additional 

documentation was provided to us despite repeated requests. 

 

Q. Without an IMED listing, how will I still eligible for the USMLE?  

As indicated in the attached letter, SJSM Bonaire is now a sub-campus of SJSM 

Anguilla, whose IMED listing is unaffected. Therefore you are eligible through SJSM 

Anguilla. 

 

Q. Will Bonaire students still be able to graduate on time?  

Yes. Students will not see any interruption in their education timeline.  All credits will 

now count towards your education and a final goal of becoming a doctor. 

 

Q. I have already taken few semesters under in Bonaire?  Will I need to request 

official transfer to Anguilla? 

No.  The entire process will take place on the back end and will be completed over the 

next few weeks.    

 

Q. I don’t want to be a student of SJSM Anguilla. Can I get a refund on my tuition? 

What do I have to do to transfer?    

If you would like to continue your education elsewhere, you will be able to do so 

effective Spring 2014 semester.  We strongly encourage you not to transfer any time 

during the semester, as you will be losing an entire semester’s worth of credits. You can 

make a transfer request at any point and your official transcript would be issued 

sometime in January once all grades have been finalized.  In the mean time you would be 

issued an unofficial transcript.  Please remember that, if you do transfer to a school 

within a certain radius of Bonaire, you will be subjected to a contract violation penalty.  

Please check your student contract for details. 

 

We also want to inform you that, once the information of the relocation becomes public, 

you may be approached by representatives of other schools to transfer over to them 

immediately with promises of advance standing and free tuition.  We urge the students 

not to fall for these kinds of offers as transfer within SJSM is much more justifiable than 

an external transfer. Also, as a transfer student, all through your future career, you will be 

required to  produce transcripts from ALL medical schools attended, starting as early as 

USMLE Step 1.  
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Q. Despite this letter, I still want to move to Anguilla.  What do I need to do?   

Your education in Bonaire is now secure and there are no longer any issues around this. 

We normally do not permit transfers between campuses.  

 

Q. I’m from Canada and have OSAP funding.  How will this impact me? 

We are currently working with the Canadian authorities to make sure that OSAP funding 

is uninterrupted. It may take a while to get final confirmation on this. Once we have that, 

we will communicate it. 

 

Q. I’m receiving funding from Department of VA.  How will this impact me? 

We are currently working with the VA to make sure that funding is uninterrupted. It may 

take a while to get final confirmation on this. Once we have that, we will communicate it. 

 

Q. I have more questions.  How can I get more information regarding this 

relocation? 

A special email address has been set up for this purpose:  bonaire@mail.sjsm.org.  A 

school representative will respond to any questions regarding this matter within 24 hours.  

Also, this Q&A will be posted on the student portal.  We will update it with additional 

questions and answers as we get them.  If you still do not have access to student portal, 

please email help@mail.sjsm.org  

 

For Clinical Students 

 

Q. Will I need to request official transfer to Anguilla? 

No.  The entire paperwork process will take place on the backend and will be completed 

in October.  All clinical science credits earned after October 1
st
 will be listed under SJSM 

Anguilla. 

 

Q. How, if any, will this impact my future residency application? 

The impact should be minimal.  The transfer is taking place within the same institution 

and will be viewed more favorably than traditional transfers between different 

institutions.  We are currently discussing several options with IMED to determine 

whether separate transcripts are even necessary.  Once we get an answer we will 

communicate it to you. 

 

Q. I already applied for residency this year, how will this impact me? 

For students who have applied for residency for 2014 match your documentation has 

been submitted via ERAS.  If you have any rotations to complete for graduation, your 

rotations will be counted under SJSM Anguilla and you will officially graduate as an 

SJSM Anguilla student.  Otherwise, if you have completed all your required coursework, 

you will graduate as a SJSM Bonaire student.  

 

mailto:bonaire@mail.sjsm.org
mailto:help@mail.sjsm.org
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Q. Will the availability of rotations change in any manner? 

The availability of rotations will remain absolutely the same.  All contracts written with 

the hospitals were in the names of both schools.   

 

Q. I am currently certified for Step1/2.  Will I have to request another certification?  

Will my exam window change? 

Based on the information currently available, if you have been certified for the STEP 1 or 

2 before October 1
st
, you will be taking your exam as scheduled. 

Any certifications or registrations taking place after October 1
st
 will be processed under 

Anguilla.   

 

Should any changes take place we will notify you immediately. 

 

Q. I was already certified for USMLE few times.  Considering this transition, will I 

get four more attempts at Step 1? 

No.  Your certification count will continue where you left off.  For example, if you have 

already taken the USMLE Step 1 three times, you will only have one more attempt that 

SJSM will allow.   As a reminder, the school allows a maximum of four USMLE Step 1 

certifications. 

 

Q. I have more questions.  How can I get more information regarding this merger? 

A special email address has been set up for this purpose:  bonaire@mail.sjsm.org.  A 

school representative will respond to any questions regarding this matter within 24 hours.  

Also, this Q&A will be posted on the student portal.  We will update it with additional 

questions and answers as we get them.  If you still do not have access to student portal, 

please email help@mail.sjsm.org  
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